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upon himself, and that is enough. There is no
wretchedness into which he cannot readily enter, and
a secret instinct reveals to him its extent. It signifies
not that strangers or foes be the sufferers ; imagination
puts him in their place : something like a personal
feeling is mingled with his pity, and makes himself-
suffer while the body of his fellow-creature is in
torture. In democratic ages men rarely sacrifice
themselves for one another; but they display general
compassion for the members of the human race. They
inflict no useless ills; and they are happy to relieve
the griefs of others, when they can do so without much
hurting themselves; they are not disinterested, but
they are humane.
Although the Americans have in a manner reduced
egotism to a social and philosophical theory, they are
nevertheless extremely open to compassion. In no
country is criminal justice administered with more
mildness than in the United States. While the
English seem disposed carefully to retain the bloody
traces of the dark ages in their penal legislation, the
Americans have almost expunged capital punishment
from their codes. North America is, I think, the only
one country upon earth in which the life of no one
citizen has been taken for a political offence in the
course of the last fifty years. The circumstance which
conclusively shows that this singular mildness of the
Americans arises chiefly from their social condition, is
the manner in which they treat their slaves. Perhaps
there is not, upon the whole, a single European colony
in the New World in which the physical condition of
the blacks is less severe than in the United States:
yet the slaves still endure horrid sufferings there, and
are constantly exposed to barbarous punishments.
It is easy to perceive that the lot of these unhappy
beings inspires their masters with but little com-